
what is happening. Currently, he is 
helping the farm troubleshoot how to 
get cows bred back quicker.

“It is more than nutrition,” 
Reijnen says. Verhoog has been 
working with the Reijnens since they 
emigrated from Holland, helping 
advise with the building of the barn 
and bunkers right from the start.

“When I want to build a bunker, 

he brings experience from working 
with other farms,” Reijnen says.

In addition to the on-farm visits, 
Reijnen and Verhoog communicate a 
couple of times a week.

Having been at this game for 27 
years, Verhoog says he most enjoys 
the job when he is able to establish a 
good working relationship with dairy 
producers.

“I find you get better results on 
those farms you can communicate 
with,” he says. “Good old, open 
communication is paramount.”

The moment a dairy producer 
starts feeding from a different bunker, 
or when he or she sees the dry cows 
are not eating as much, they should be 
on the phone with their nutritionist to 
discuss what is happening, he says.

A good ration isn’t the key to a 
successful dairy herd, Verhoog says. In 
fact, it is just the opposite. 

“Those farms that do a great job 
of raising good replacements that 
become good cows make our jobs 
much easier,” he says. “Good genetics 
and good attention to health issues 
makes it easier to get the milk out 
with good feed.”  PD

NUTRITION

Milking-cow ration for

Jeffrey Reijnen
in St. Mary’s, Ontario

Total kilograms  
of feed per cow  
on an as-fed basis:

kilograms

per cow per day

$5.48
TMR feed cost

kilograms/cow
38
Milk 
production

2X milking 
3.22kg/hl protein
3.85 kg/hl butterfat 
per cow per day

*All amounts listed per cow per day according to an as-fed basis.

Nutrient Analysis (DM %)

Dry matter  %  40.5

Forage DM  %  54.0

Crude protein  %  16.3

RUP  % of CP  33.7

Fat  %  3.9

NEl Mcal/kg  1.69

ADF  %  22.3

NDF  %  36.0

Forage NDF  %  23.9

NFC  %  36.5

Starch  %  26.3

Sugar %  4.1

Calcium  %  0.84

Phosphorus %  0.38

Corn silage: 23.2 kilograms*

Alfalfa haylage: 13 kilograms*

HM ear corn (cob meal): 9.8 kilograms*

Wet corn distillers grains: 6.8 kilograms*

Soybean meal, 48%: 1.6 kilograms*

Mineral and vitamin premix: 0.7 kilograms*

Straw (chopped): 0.5 kilograms*

55.6
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