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Lameness and hoof lesions 
can have a major impact on farm 
profitability. In order to assess 
the situation and better control 
the problem in one’s herd, it is 
important to collect reliable data 
on a regular basis to track progress. 
With this data now stored in the 
national dairy databank, producers 
have at their disposal a range of 
innovative tools – specifically, new 
reports and genetic and genomic 
evaluations for hoof health which 
they can use to better manage the 
situation in their herds.

For the last few years, some hoof 
trimmers in different provinces 
have been using Hoof Supervisor 
software to collect data on hoof 
lesions to generate informative 
reports for their clients (Figure 
1). That data can now be sent 
to and stored in the national 
milk recording databank. Such 
standardized data collection 
has opened the door to new 
developments. Since December 
2017, CDN has been publishing 
genetic and genomic evaluations 
for resistance to digital dermatitis 
in Holsteins. As of December 
2018, a new Hoof Health index, 
incorporating eight hoof diseases 
and abnormalities, will also be 
published. These tools will not 
only be useful for herd managers 
but also for other farm specialists 
such as veterinarians, advisers and 
nutritionists.

New interactive technology
As of February 2019, milk 

recording agencies will provide 
producers with a new interactive 
Hoof Health report designed to 
help them better manage this 
component in their herds. Producers 
will be able to open the report file 
on their computer or tablet and 
select options to analyze their data 
in more detail: cows, heifers or 
both; a table (Figure 2) or graphs 
(Figure 3, page 60) describing the 
results of the trim sessions of the 
past 12 months. Producers can also 
choose which types of lesions to 
include in these summaries.

The report breaks new ground 
by presenting the first comparative 
analyses of hoof health. Five 
default lesions are shown, but a 

The Hoof Health report will be published at each test, data being 
updated as trim sessions are sent to DHI by the hoof trimmer. The 
report will only be available to producers taking part in the data 

collection through their hoof trimmer.

FIGURE 1 The individual cow Hoof Supervisor report details trimming results; changes from one trim 
session to the next can be tracked using the percentage distribution. 

Cow Type Hoof Claw Zone Lesion Severity Action DIM Lact# Recheck

564 ( 02/04/2018 ) Lame LR Lateral 4 (H) - Sole Hemorrhage 1 59 1 3/10/2018

LR Block 59 1 3/10/2018

5308 ( 02/04/2018 ) Routine 138 6 4/28/2018

Comment/Flag LR - REMOVED BLOCK
5594 ( 02/04/2018 ) Lame LR 0 (I) - Interdigital Dermatitis 2 88 5 3/3/2018

LR Treatment 88 5 3/3/2018

RR Lateral 9 (O) - Other 1 88 5 3/3/2018

RR Lateral 4 (U) - Sole Ulcer 1 88 5 3/3/2018

RR Block 88 5 3/3/2018

RR Treatment 88 5 3/3/2018

5806 ( 02/04/2018 ) Recheck 40 5

RR Treatment 40 5

Comment/Flag RR - REMOVED BLOCK
6154 ( 02/04/2018 ) Routine 150 4

LR Treatment 150 4

RR Treatment 150 4

6228 ( 02/04/2018 ) Recheck LR 0 (I) - Interdigital Dermatitis 1 247 4

LR Wrap 247 4

RR 0 (I) - Interdigital Dermatitis 1 247 4

Cow Details
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02/04/18 - 02/04/18 
Sunny Farm 

Top Job Trimming
Joe Trimmer
Burlington, Ontario 1234 Valley Way 

Burlington, ON 

Trim Type As A Percent Of Cows Trimmed
80 Cows Trimmed

# Of Cows Trim Type Percent of Total Cows Trimmed:
19 Lame 23.75%

11 Recheck 13.75%

50 Routine 62.50%
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02/04/18 - 02/04/18 
Sunny Farm Dairy

Top Job Trimming
Joe Trimmer
Burlington, ON 1234 Valley Way 

Burlington, ON

FIGURE 2 Table showing hoof trim sessions over the past 12 months 

Hoof Health As of Sep 25, 2018
 

Farm Name Herd Number Current Herd Count Housing / Milking System Last Trim Date
Farm Name
Publishable

ON 99999 329 Free Stall / Milking Parlour Sep 5, 2018

Period: Sep 5, 2017 - Sep 5, 2018
Housing / Milking System: Free Stall / Milking Parlour

Benchmarking

Healthy

50% ON 59%
CA 59%

 

Digital 
Dermatitis

23% ON 17%
CA 20%

 

White Line 
Lesion

4% ON 7%
CA 8%

 

Sole 
Hemorrhage

11% ON 10%
CA 6%

 
Sole Ulcer

11% ON 9%
CA 9%

 
Heel Erosion

1% ON 1%
CA 1%
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Cows

Trim Count
Presented for

Trimming
Session # %

Nov 2, 2017 162 38 23 

Jan 10, 2018 168 38 23 

Feb 7, 2018 170 36 21 

Mar 7, 2018 168 35 21 

Apr 12, 2018 162 39 24 

May 2, 2018 159 34 21 

May 16, 2018 166 10 6 

Jun 6, 2018 157 42 27 

Jul 11, 2018 156 29 19 

Aug 8, 2018 163 30 18 

Sep 5, 2018 163 36 22 

Herd 367 22 

Province

Canada

Healthy

# %

20 53 

17 45 

10 28 

12 34 

19 49 

17 50 

7 70 

23 55 

17 59 

17 57 

25 69 

184 50 

 

 

 59  

 59  

Digital 
Dermatitis

# %

9 24 

11 29 

18 50 

10 29 

9 23 

8 24 

1 10 

6 14 

4 14 

4 13 

5 14 

85 23 

 

 

 17  

 20  

White Line 
Lesion

# %

3 8 

1 3 

3 8 

2 6 

1 3 

0 0 

1 10 

2 5 

1 3 

1 3 

1 3 

16 4 

 

 

 7  

 8  

Sole 
Hemorrhage

# %

5 13 

5 13 

2 6 

4 11 

3 8 

8 24 

0 0 

7 17 

2 7 

3 10 

2 6 

41 11 

 

 

 10  

 6  

Sole Ulcer

# %

8 21 

4 11 

2 6 

2 6 

4 10 

6 18 

0 0 

4 10 

4 14 

3 10 

3 8 

40 11 

 

 

 9  

 9  

Heel Erosion

# %

0 0 

1 3 

0 0 

3 9 

0 0 

1 3 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

5 1 
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Percentile Rank at Provincial or National Level
Healthy  Lesion

< 25  > 75

 Between 26 and 75  Between 26 and 75 

>= 75  <= 25 1 of 9
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