
Source: Ty Lawrence / USDA (2015).

Source: WTAMU 2009. 

Figure 1 Figure 2Hot carcass weight trending up
What is the optimum finish point  
for your grid?
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Hot carcass weight Quality Grade Yield Grade Additional
Adjustments

400-500 (-27.50) YG 1 (+ 3.57) Dairy (-3.00)

501-550 (-19.93) Prime (+12.83 YG 2.0-2.4 (+1.71) +30 mo. (-18.25)

551-600 (-6.73) Premium Choice (+3.78) YG 2.5-2.9 (+1.14) Bullock (-32.30)

601-900 (0.00) Low Choice (0.00) YG 3 (0.00) C+ mat. (-33.54)

901-1000 (-1.67) Select (-8.92) YG 4 (-11.07) Dark cut (-36.64)

1000-1050 (-7.00) No roll (-24.79) YG 5 (-15.57)

Over 1050 (-23.67)

Table 1 Average carcass value ‘grid’. Values for Jan. 23, 2015

determine preliminary quality 
and yield grades. In-house plant 
graders have a vested interest in the 
outcome, and the decision to re-rail 
for a longer chill and second look 
depends on many factors.

“Graders do this every day, 
all day, and they have correlations 
with other graders once a month 
to improve consistency,” Lawrence 
explained. Automation is beginning 
to assist plant grading for improved 
accuracy at today’s faster line speeds.

Livers and lungs, hides and 
tongues – Lawrence noted that cattle 
tongue is the number one export 
in value – second only to the hides, 
which make up the largest part of the 
packer drop credit.

Liver and lung condition also 
affect the packer’s bottom line. 
Beef producers can reduce liver 
abnormalities with good bunk 

Continued on page 14

high capacity, uniform spreading
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Vertical Beaters
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INVEST IN QUALITY®

AccuSpread® Spinner Discharge

psc prospread® commercial Box spreaders
• Multiple discharge options* for consistent, even spreading
• Heavy-duty undercarriage and frame provide durability for heavy loads 
• Optional scale system allows monitoring of nutrient application
610, 710 and 810 heaped cu. ft. capacities • truck & trailer models
*Horizontal Beaters, Vertical Beaters and Spinner Discharge
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