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from a two-year wheat-fallow rotation to the 
three-year rotation depicted in Figure 2 would 
be trading off one-third of the net returns of 
growing wheat for the net benefits of growing 
one to three annual forage crops. Of course, the 
intensification of the crop rotation could have a 
negative impact on wheat yields in low-moisture 
conditions. However, the rotation is designed 
to provide flexibility for the producer to adjust 
the manner in which annual forages are utilized 
in a given year to match production conditions 
and, hopefully, mitigate the risk of negatively 
impacting wheat yields.

Each of the rotations in Figures 1 and 2 
provide flexibility for the crop producer to quickly 
adjust back to the original rotation if market and/
or production conditions warrant the change.
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Three-year crop rotation with corn, soybeans and double-cropped annual forages providing grazing in the spring and fall – white areas 
are fallow periods

Three-year crop rotation with winter wheat and one to three annual forages providing grazing for potentially nine months of the year 
– white areas are fallow periods
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Insurance for annual forages
Soil moisture and precipitation present some 

of the biggest risks when planting annual forages, 
especially in dryland production situations. The 
Annual Forage Insurance Plan (AFIP) from the 
USDA Risk Management Agency (RMA) is a 
tool that may help mitigate this risk. However, 
it is currently only available in Colorado, 
Kansas, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, South Dakota and Texas. AFIP 
insures annual forages, planted for use as livestock 
feed or fodder, against low precipitation based on 
precipitation index data provided by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) – Climate Prediction Center. The annual 
signup deadline is July 15, with coverage available 
for four different planting periods that include the 

entire year. More details on AFIP coverage are 
available at the RMA website (rma.usda.gov) or 
from a local crop insurance agent.  
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Stop rain-damaged hay and reduce  
storage shrink and losses
• Store 8% to 60% moisture hay
• Give yourself a larger opportunity for profit  
•  Bale that hay a day early instead of two weeks late
• Wrap your harvest and market the best
• No shrink /No heat - only super soft hay
• Automated for one person to operate

Just saving 250 tons from being rained on 
during a single cutting can net you $30,000 
more profit. How many tons of hay did you 

lose to Mother Nature last season?
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